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2363, a bill to protect and enhance op-
portunities for recreational hunting,
fishing, and shooting, and for other
purposes.
S. 2366

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2366, a bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to
establish a permanent, nationwide
summer electronic benefits transfer for
children program.

S. 2448

At the request of Mrs. HAGAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2448, a bill to protect servicemembers
in higher education, and for other pur-
poses.

S. RES. 412

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 412, a resolution reaffirming the
strong support of the United States
Government for freedom of navigation
and other internationally lawful uses
of sea and airspace in the Asia-Pacific
region, and for the peaceful diplomatic
resolution of outstanding territorial
and maritime claims and disputes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself
and Mr. PAUL):

S. 2612. A bill to establish an emer-
gency transportation safety fund for
the reconstruction of bridges along the
Interstate Highway System, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce the Emergency
Interstate Bridge Safety Fund Act, co-
sponsored by my friend and colleague
from Kentucky, Senator PAUL. This
bill seeks to authorize additional fund-
ing for our Nation’s critical transpor-
tation infrastructure through spending
offsets provided by the repeal of the an-
tiquated Davis-Bacon Act. Last year,
the Congressional Budget Office esti-
mated that over 10 years, repealing the
Davis-Bacon Act would save the Fed-
eral Government some $13 billion.

Kentucky is home to a number of
critical interstate bridges that are in
need of replacement, including the
Brent Spence Bridge in Northern Ken-
tucky, the I-65 bridge in Louisville,
and an I-69 bridge in Henderson. This
bill seeks to create a fund to help ad-
vance these very types of interstate
bridge projects without raising taxes,
adding to the deficit, or by authorizing
tolling. Federal funding saved through
the repeal of the Davis-Bacon Act
could be much better spent building a
number of interstate bridges that are
sorely needed in Kentucky and commu-
nities across America. I call on my
Senate colleagues to support this
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measure to invest in our Nation’s crit-
ical transportation infrastructure, on
which American commerce depends.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2512

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Emergency
Interstate Bridge Safety Fund Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Davis-Bacon Act requires that
workers on all federally funded or federally
assisted construction projects be paid what
is commonly referred to as a prevailing
wage, as calculated by the Wage and Hour
Division of the Department of Labor.

(2) According to the Congressional Budget
Office, if the Davis-Bacon Act were repealed,
the Federal Government could save an esti-
mated $12,700,000,000 in discretionary outlays
from 2015 through 2023.

(3) These savings could be redirected to the
reconstruction of closed and functionally ob-
solete bridges along the Interstate Highway
System, which would improve highway safe-
ty and interstate commerce.

TITLE I—ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNDING
SEC. 101. REPEAL OF DAVIS-BACON ACT OF 1931
WAGE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter
31 of title 40, United States Code (40 U.S.C.
3141 et seq.), is repealed.

(b) REFERENCE.—Beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act, any reference in
any law to a wage requirement under sub-
chapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United
States Code, shall be null and void.

SEC. 102. EMERGENCY INTERSTATE BRIDGE
SAFETY FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States a trust
fund to be known as the ‘“‘Emergency Inter-
state Bridge Safety Fund’.

(b) TRANSFERS TO EMERGENCY INTERSTATE
BRIDGE SAFETY FUND.—-

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall regularly transfer amounts
equal to the savings achieved through the re-
peal of the wage requirements under sub-
section (a) from the capital budgets of each
affected Federal agency to the Emergency
Interstate Bridge Safety Fund.

(2) EMERGENCY RELIEF EXPENDITURES.—Sec-
tion 125(c) of title 23, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

¢(3) EMERGENCY INTERSTATE BRIDGE SAFETY
FUND.—Amounts deposited into the Emer-
gency Interstate Bridge Safety Fund estab-
lished under section 102(a) of the Emergency
Interstate Bridge Safety Fund Act are au-
thorized to be obligated to carry out, in pri-
ority order, the projects on the current list
compiled by the Secretary under section
201(b)(1) of such Act that meet the eligibility
requirements set forth in subsection (a).”’.

TITLE II—_EMERGENCY INTERSTATE
BRIDGE SAFETY PRIORITY LIST
SEC. 201. EMERGENCY INTERSTATE BRIDGE PRI-
ORITIES.

(a) Li1sT.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in consultation with a representative
sample of State and local government trans-
portation officials, shall compile a
prioritized 1list of emergency interstate
bridge projects, which will guide the alloca-
tion of funding to the States from the Emer-
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gency Interstate Bridge Safety Fund estab-
lished under section 102.

(b) CRITERIA.—In compiling the list under
subsection (a), the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, in addition to any other criteria es-
tablished by the Secretary, shall rank the
emergency interstate bridge projects in de-
scending order, beginning with projects
that—

(1) are part of the Federal interstate high-
way system;

(2) involve a bridge that is closed or
deemed functionally obsolete by the Federal
Highway Administration for safety reasons;

(3) have a significant impact on interstate
commerce;

(4) would affect a significant volume of
traffic; and

(6) have the greatest overall value to the
surrounding community.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Transportation shall submit a
report to Congress that includes—

(1) a prioritized list of emergency inter-
state bridge projects to be funded through
the Emergency Interstate Bridge Safety
Fund; and

(2) a description of the criteria used to es-
tablish the list referred to in paragraph (1).

(d) QUARTERLY UPDATES.—Not less fre-
quently than 4 times per year, the Secretary
of Transportation shall—

(1) update the report submitted pursuant
to subsection (c);

(2) send a copy of the report to Congress;
and

(3) make a copy of the report available to
the public through the Department of Trans-
portation’s website.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 481 —DESIG-
NATING THE MONTH OF JUNE

2014 AS “NATIONAL POST-TRAU-
MATIC STRESS DISORDER
AWARENESS MONTH”

Ms. HEITKAMP (for herself, Mr.
HELLER, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
HOEVEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.

BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. WARNER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. WALSH, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. JOHNSON of South Da-
kota, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. MERKLEY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:
S. RES. 481

Whereas the brave men and women of the
Armed Forces of the United States, who
proudly serve the United States, risk their
lives to protect the freedom of the people of
the United States, and deserve the invest-
ment of every possible resource to ensure
their lasting physical, mental, and emo-
tional well-being;

Whereas more than 2,600,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed overseas
since the events of September 11, 2001, and
have served in places such as Afghanistan
and Iraq;

Whereas the Armed Forces of the United
States have sustained a historically high
operational tempo since September 11, 2001,
with many members of the Armed Forces de-
ploying overseas multiple times, placing
those members at high risk of post-trau-
matic stress disorder (referred to in this pre-
amble as “PTSD”);
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